
 

Good Practices - FARI 

 

Name of mapped programme/ 

initiative 

FARI - AI for the common good 

Organization/Institution (that has 

initiated this practice) & contact 

information   

FARI is an independent, not-for-profit 
initiative led by the Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel (VUB) and the Université libre 
de Bruxelles (ULB). Website 
https://www.fari.brussels 

Country of the good practice 

(Greece, Italy, Belgium, Poland) 

& 

City of the good practice’s 

application (if available) 

Note: clarify the scale of the practice/ 

initiative implemented (international 

or national scale).  

Belgium. 

The initiative appears to be primarily 
implemented at a regional scale in 
Brussels, with a national and 
international context. 

Target Audience  

(Specify the primary beneficiaries: SE 

educators, students, social enterprises, 

policymakers, etc.) 

Citizens, politicians, companies, and 
not-for-profit organizations aiming to 
address local and long-term challenges 
using AI. 

Brief description (objectives, 

duration, key activities, etc). 

Note: Indicate whether the initiative is 

ongoing, completed, or a pilot project. 

FARI focuses on developing, studying, 
and fostering the adoption of AI, data, 
and robotics technologies in a 
trustworthy, transparent, and ethical 
manner. The initiative aims to help the 
Brussels region and its inhabitants 
address societal challenges through AI. 
It involves world-leading researchers 
and experts in AI, data, and robotics, 
with a focus on explainable AI, open 
data, and human-centric robotics. 
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Digital technologies/tools used & 

alignment with Digital 

Transformation in SE Education 

(Explain how this practice contributes 

to integrating digital skills (e.g., data 

analysis, programming, digital tools 

application), digital innovation  

platforms or digital technologies (e.g., 

such as AI, blockchain, IoT) into SE 

education). 

 

AI, data analytics, robotics, and ethical 
frameworks for AI governance. 

FARI promotes the integration of AI 
technologies into societal applications, 
fostering digital skills and innovation in 
the social economy sector. 

Not explicitly connected to Social 
Economy Education, but the focus on AI 
as common good seems aligned to the 
underlying principles of Social 
Economy. 

Way of Living Labs approach’s 

utilization (if relevant and available) 

FARI uses Brussels as a laboratory and 
testing ground for AI applications, 
engaging stakeholders in co-creation 
and real-world experimentation. 

Relevance to the project’s 

approach  

(Justification for mapping this specific 

practice and whether it is linked to 

Digital Value Creation and/or Living 

Labs approaches). 

FARI aligns with Digital Value Creation 
and Living Labs approaches by 
focusing on real-world applications of AI 
and involving stakeholders in the 
development and testing of solutions. 

Involved stakeholders  

(Describe the role of SE educators, 

students, policymakers, or Tech4Good 

actors in the initiative.) 

Local public bodies, researchers, 
policymakers, companies, and 
non-profit organizations collaborate to 
address societal challenges through AI. 

Impact (Qualitative and 

or/quantitative) & Measured 

Outcomes  

(describe any key indicators of success, 

ncluding reach, engagement, and digital 

skill acquisition) 

ARI has completed pilot projects in 
administrative simplification, animal 
welfare, and employment, contributing 
to the digital transition of the Brussels 
region. 

Scalability & Replicability 

(Assess whether the practice can be 

adapted and applied in different SE 

education contexts. If available, 

The initiative is scalable and replicable 
in other regions, as it focuses on 
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provide examples that prove its 

replicability).  

universal themes like AI ethics and 
human-centric technology. 

Replicating it would require a strong 
commitment from multiple universities 
and local public bodies. 

Challenges & opportunities 

(Identify any obstacles faced and 

strategies used to overcome them) 

Challenges include difficult coordination 
of various actors to ensure ethical AI 
adoption and maintaining stakeholder 
engagement. There are also limits in 
the current legal framework to achieve 
the objectives set by FARI. 

Opportunities lie in leveraging AI for 
societal benefits and fostering 
innovation. 

Pedagogical approaches 

(Specify what collaborative approaches 

methods this practice leverages) & 

competence-based focus (if any) 

FARI employs a hands-on training 
approach, providing actionable AI 
innovation toolkits and context-specific 
training. 

Beside structured courses and a 
masters, FARI organizes frequent short 
seminars and conference. Non-profit 
organisations and public bodies are 
eligible for discounts.  

Website / reference link https://www.fari.brussels/  

Collected by:  

(Name of organization that collected 

the data.)​
 

COOPSEU 

Date of Data Collection 

(DD/MM/YYYY) 

14/03/2025 
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Linkedin page: 
https://be.linkedin.com/company/fari-ai-for-the-common-good-institute 
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Launch of FARI: the Artificial Intelligence Institute for the Common Good 
in Brussels 
https://ai.vub.ac.be/launch-of-fari-the-artificial-intelligence-institute-for-
the-common-good-in-brussels/ 

FARI's projects and funding under the EU's Recovery and Resilience 
Facility: 
https://commission.europa.eu/projects/fari-ai-common-good-institute-br
ussels-capital-region_en 
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